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Early Learning

The education journey begins

Welcome
From The Principal

At the heart of St Paul's is the belief
that happy students thrive. We know
that the happiness of our students is
of paramount importance, and we
create an environment in which each
learner feels included, respected

and valued. Our teachers are kind,
talented and dedicated to inspiring,
educating and supporting each child
to pursue their personal potential.

During the Early Years (Kindergarten
through to Year 2), we take a best
practice play-based and inquiry
approach to support every child’s
creativity, brain development and
emotional intelligence. Utilising our
teachers’ expertise in our high-
quality early learning programs, we
support every child to achieve their
purpose. We believe that children
learn best through discovery and
exploration, embedded within our
nature play and kitchen garden
programs. When children play, they
are exploring their knowledge and
understanding of the world. St Paul's
ELC classrooms are designed to
provide captivating environments to
engage our curious young learners
and promote wellbeing.

The beginning of our learners’
educational experience provides
opportunities for wonder, excitement
and creativity. With specialist
subjects starting in Pre-Kinder,

our children have opportunities in
Physical Education, Performing Arts,
Library and Christian Studies as part
of their St Paul’s learning experience.

We look forward to getting to know
you and your family and wish you
all the best for an exciting learning
journey for your child.

Cameron Herbert
Principal

Philosophy & Values

St Paul’s prides itself on offering a
unique learning environment that
not only provides an outstanding
education but in addition develops
each student in the spiritual, social,
emotional, physical and intellectual
domains.

We are a school where happiness
comes first and success in whatever
area your child chooses to pursue
will follow. We support every child to
pursue and achieve their personal
best, whatever that may be.

We offer a safe, inclusive and caring
environment, where thought can

be expressed, achievement can

be celebrated and where each
student belongs to a community
that supports them to achieve their
potential.

Underpinning all of our actions are
our ethos and the embedded values
of:

. Wisdom

«  Integrity
«  Compassion
+  Respect

Spirituality

St Paul's is a happy Anglican school
founded on the ethos and values

of the Anglican Church. We nurture
learners from all faiths and beliefs to
pursue their potential.

We provide opportunities for every
child to find and follow their purpose,
and foster an environment where
every faith and belief is respected
and valued. We do not expect
students, families or staff to share
our Christian beliefs. Instead, we ask
that our learners develop and share
their perspectives on spirituality and
faith with openness, respect and
humility.

Our Anglican tradition is observed
through chapel services and faith
study which all students are required
to attend. These provide a space

for each student to experience
encouragement and exploration of
faith within a strong and supportive
community.

Acknowledgement
Of Country

We acknowledge the Gunaikurnai
people as the original custodians of
the land upon which we learn.

We acknowledge their elders, past
and present and their children, who
are their hope for their future.




Happy students thrive

Being Known
Student Wellbeing

At St Paul’s, student wellness is the
focus and core purpose of each
school day. We aim to understand
the ‘whole’ child to create a
meaningful connection between our
students and staff.

Every student has access to
education support staff, the school
counsellors/psychologists and
Chaplaincy staff to provide balance
for our students to thrive, both

as learners and as individuals.

We understand that wellbeing is
dynamic and our program changes
to meet the unique needs of
students.

The health and happiness of our
students come first. We cultivate

a safe, caring environment where
each student is comfortable and can
strive to achieve their personal best.

From the very young learners in the
Early Learning Centre (ELC), to the
Year 6 students who are entering
adolescence, St Paul's students

are provided with an exciting and
stimulating learning environment.
We provide a comprehensive skills-
based curriculum and an engaging
and interesting co-curricular
program that nurtures each and
every student.

To give children physical freedom
in their activities, the School Sports
Uniform is worn from Pre-Kinder
through to the end of Year 2.

Classroom Teachers
Students spend the majority of their
school day with their classroom
teachers, who quickly discover how
each student learns, socialises and
behaves. They are well-placed to
identify any issues or concerns.

Classroom teachers are always
available by email or by making an
appointment to discuss your child’s
academic, social or emotional
wellbeing.

Teachers and education support
staff work together to ensure that
all students feel valued and that
the learning environment we offer is
positive and caring.

The Resilience Project

We participate in The Resilience
Project (TRP) to support children’s
wellbeing. TRP encourages the
delivery of an emotionally engaging
program. It is an evidence-based,
positive mental health strategy

for children that strengthens

their capacity to deal with future
challenges, change and stressors. TRP
offers teachers, children and families
the opportunity to learn the TRP GEM
principles of Gratitude, Empathy

and Mindfulness, which foster rich
emotional literacy, and positive social
and emotional development.

Play Is The Way

Our school utilises the Play is the

Way program from the ELC through
to Year 6. Play is the Way is a social
and emotional learning methodology
using physically interactive games

and activities, five guiding concepts,
an empowering self-reflective
language and six key virtues that
form a pathway to empathy.

Building Connection

Our Buddy Program begins in the ELC,
partnering children with students

in Year 3. The Buddies continue to
strengthen their relationships through
Prep, Year 1and Year 2, supporting
your child’s transition into primary
school.

In addition to providing company
and creating supportive connections,
Buddies help your child quickly
establish a sense of belonging in
their new environment. Buddies offer
encouragement and a friendly face
in the playground that often evolves
into a very special bond.

All students participate in chapel
services and assemblies, broadening
their experience and providing an
understanding of their place in the
school.




Early Learning

Belonging, Being & Becoming

Pursuing Potential
Philosophy & Pedagogy

Our Early Learning Centre embraces
the belief that children, from birth, are
curious, capable and equipped with
the potential to learn and achieve.
Through our purpose-built learning
spaces, we provide a stimulating

and engaging environment and
curriculum underpinned by our
Philosophy & Pedagogy. Our aim is to
extend and enrich children’s learning
from ages three to five years and
embrace their transition to school
and a love of learning.

We offer early learning opportunities
for exploration and discovery through
an inclusive, play-based teaching
program where the importance of
communication, language, social
and emotional development is
promoted. Our practice is informed
by the Victorian Early Years Learning
Framework that characterises
children’s learning experiences and
wellbeing through belonging, being
and becoming.

We provide a safe and exciting
environment for children, provoking
wonder, creativity and thinking skills.
The natural curiosity of each child

is nurtured through the exploration
of their ideas, individually and
collaboratively, to enable them to
extend their reasoning and make
sense of the world around them.

Our high-quality teaching program
equips children with the skills to
connect with and contribute to their
world, have a strong sense of identity
and wellbeing, and be confident,
effective communicators who are
engaged learners.

Our spacious ELC encompasses
indoor and outdoor play spaces
which support children to explore,
question, collaborate and reflect,
and actively encourages learners

to develop their knowledge of
sustainability and their role in
protecting the environment.

Physical Education, Performing Arts
and Library sessions led by St Paul's
specialist teachers are embedded
within our high-quality learning
programs to stimulate each student’s
passion for learning beyond the
classroom.

Early Learning

Victorian Early Years
Learning Framework
(VEYLF)

At St Paul's we embed the VEYLF and
National Standards. This draws on
conclusive international evidence
that early childhood is a vital

period in children’s learning and
development. Our programs ensure
they have a specific emphasis on
play-based learning and recognises
the importance of communication
and language (including literacy and
numeracy) and social and emotional
development. The VEYLF has been
designed for use by early childhood
educators working in partnership
with families.

Fundamental to the VEYLF is a view
of children’s lives as characterised
by belonging, being and becoming.
From before birth children are
connected to family, community,
culture and place. Their earliest
development and learning take
place through these relationships,
particularly within families, who are
children’s first and most influential
educators. As children begin to
participate in everyday life, they
develop interests and construct their
own identities and understanding of
the world.

Nature Kinder

Embedded within our ELC is the
Nature Kinder program providing
the opportunity to empower children
to connect with nature, thereby
facilitating their social, spiritual,
physical, intellectual and emotional
learning. As a slower pedagogy,
children and educators have more
time outdoors connecting to the
land and enjoying what nature has
to offer. We share various aspects

of the Indigenous culture, while
acknowledging that it is not our
culture, but that of our First Nations
Peoples. We encourage respectful
engagement in nature, sharing an
appreciation for the land we learn on.

Expert Educators
Knowing Your Child

Our educators recognise and respect
the unique qualities of every child.
Collectively they become co-learners
with the children, families and the
community. Educators are also
responsive to children’s questions
and ideas and develop ongoing
projects based on their interests,
stimulate their thinking and enrich
their learning.

Our generous, helpful and caring
staff deliver an exceptional learning
program tailored to the individual
needs of each student.

Our teachers are committed to best-
practice and visionary teaching,
providing innovative learning
experiences to foster skills, values
and attitudes that provide students
with a lifelong love of learning. All
students are encouraged to achieve
‘personal excellence’ within their
individual set of abilities.



Kindergarten

What Goes On!
A Typical Day

8:45am - 9:00am

+  Welcome students into the ELC

+  Morning meeting and
Acknowledgement of Country

9:00am -10:00am
+  Specialist - Music, PE or Library

10:00am - 11:00am
«  Indoor/Outdoor Play and
Exploration

11:00am - 11:30am
*  Morning tea

1:30am - 12:00pm
«  Indoor/0Outdoor Play and

Exploration

12:00pm

+  Midday meeting, music, dancing
and a story

12:30pm - 2:15pm

+  Indoor play and exploration
(lunch during this time when the
children indicate a need)

2:15pm - 2:30pm
+  Mindfulness

2:30pm - 2:45pm
+  End of day meeting, discussion
and reflection

2:45pm - 3:00pm

+  Children collected by parent or
carer

Meet The Team

2024 Programs
Pre-Kinder (3 Year OId)
Goongera (Possum) Group (2 days)
Thursday and Friday

Jirrah (Joey) Group (3 days)
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday

Pre-Prep (4 Year Old)

Goola (Koala) Group (3 days)
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday
Noorat (Wombat) Group (4 days)
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and
Thursday

Little Lorikeets

Runs from 9:15am to 10:45am on

Mondays and Tuesdays during 2024.

2025 Transition
Importq nt Date

Pre-Kinder & Pre-Prep Orientation
Wednesday 4 December 2024

Tracey King Fiona McDonald

Head of Junior School ELC Director

St Paul’s

ANGLICAN GRAMMAR SCHOOL




Early Learning

Specialist Subjects

Beyond The
Classroom

Learning New Skills

Beginning from Pre-Prep, our students

engage with our specialist programs
across the following areas:

»  Physical Education

«  Library
«  Performing Arts (Dance, Drama
and Music)

. Visual Arts
. Christian Studies

As students enter primary school,
they gradually engage with a
broader range of specialist subjects.
Please refer to our ‘Specialist
Snapshot’ later in this booklet.

Physical Education

Each week, students participate

in a wide variety of activities. Our
Health and Physical Education
program focuses on the importance
of a healthy lifestyle and physical
activity in the lives of our students. It
promotes the development of motor
skills and movement competence,
health-related physical fitness and
sport education.

Engaging in physical activity, games
and sport contributes to a sense of
community and social connection.

Athletics and swimming carnivals
are enjoyed by students from Prep
to Year 12, and students in Years 3
through 6 have the opportunity to
represent St Paul’'s at interschool
competitions.

Library

All students attend one library
session each week. Students learn
about authors and illustrators as well
as the parts of a book and different
sections of the library. Students

in Years 3 to 6 are able to take

advantage of the library’s literature
appreciation resource and are
taught the efficient and effective use
of the computer catalogue system.

All students at the Junior School are
helped to discover different books
and genres, and are encouraged to
develop a love of reading.

Students can also participate in The
Quiet Club during lunchtime where
they can read, research or play
educational games.

Visual Arts

The Visual Arts program provides
opportunities for children to
experience, develop, represent and
understand ideas, emotions and
values. They learn to take risks,

be imaginative, question, explore,
practise and refine techniques.

Within the Visual Arts program, your
child will have the opportunity to
experiment with a range of mediums
and create a variety of 2D and 3D
artworks. By exposing students to

a vast assortment of art materials,
they have an opportunity to discover
and pursue their own creativity and
flair. An art extension program is also
available to children displaying a
keen interest and talent in art.

Performing Arts

Each year level from Prep to 6 has

a weekly session in Performing

Arts. There are also performing arts
ensembles and clubs to which the
students can belong. These groups
perform at assemblies as well as our
Performing Arts Concert.

Every second year, all students
from Years 3 to 6 are involved in the
musical production.

There are opportunities for students
to perform at school soirees, events
or Eisteddfods. Students are also

able to access private music tuition
across a wide range of instruments.

Japanese Language

The study of a second language is
considered important at St Paul's
and assists students with a smooth
transition to Secondary School where
LOTE (Language Other Than English)
is taught as a compulsory subject.

From Prep to Year 2 our Japanese
Language studies focus on
broadening students’ horizons

by developing an awareness of
another culture and highlighting our
expectations around understanding
diversity and difference.

In Years 3 to 6, students undertake
Japanese Language lessons every
week.

Christian Studies

Our Christian Studies classes enable
students to engage in values-based
learning activities, which develop
their sense of belief in themselves
and a responsibility to their
community. Our school’s Christian
ethos allows students to engage in
messages of hope in a respectful
and joyful environment.



All things outdoor

All Things Outdoor

Our nature play areas and kitchen
garden learning programs are
designed to develop skills in a
range of outdoor pursuits. Learning
in o natural environment can
enhance relationships with others
and the environment, and promote
personal growth in self-awareness,
self-confidence, teamwork and
leadership through challenge and
adventure.

Nature Play

Outdoor play is a vital part of the
learning experience in our program.
Through all kinds of weather,
students are encouraged to dress
appropriately and engage with the
landscape in all its forms.

Our educators design learning
experiences that integrate and
celebrate our beautiful outdoor
learning environment.

Built Environment

Climbing, reaching, stepping,
hiding, swinging and hanging

are encouraged to assist in the
development of balance and range
of movement. A variety of simple
metal and wood structures allow
children to gain these skills over
time as they build confidence and
physical strength.




Early Learning

Everything in one place!

Little Lorikeets
Playgroup

We believe every child is a unique,
competent and capable individual,
who can learn and develop to
reach their full potential. We aim for
all cultures, abilities, interests and
learning styles to be promoted and
respected.

Little Lorikeets Playgroup allows
families to be part of St Paul’s Junior
School and Early Learning Centre and
is influenced by the St Paul’s Early
Learning Centre's philosophy.

Little Lorikeets is led by qualified early
childhood teachers, who deliver

safe and productive indoor-outdoor
programs within our beautiful
purpose-built facilities.

The program includes activities such
as music time, story time and craft, all
designed to support children’s growth
at various stages of development.

Little Lorikeets Playgroup is a fabulous
opportunity for families to network
and for children to connect with

their peers while developing new
friendships in a fun and relaxing
environment.

Little Lorikeets runs from 9:15am to
10:45am Mondays and Tuesdays
during 2024.

Visiting Professionals
Allied Health Services

St Paul’s partners with a range of
speech therapists, occupational
therapists, psychologists, counsellors
and educational experts to provide
on-site services.

Out Of Hours Care

An independent service, Club House
Boot Camp, offers before and after
school care and a school holiday
program at each of our campuses.

Operating independently from St
Paul’s, the service provides care to
children aged between four and
twelve years of age, utilising our
spacious classrooms, playgrounds
and facilities.

The before school care program
offers care from 6:45am to 8:45am
every weekday.

After school care provision offers care
from 3:00pm to 6:00pm.

The school holiday program operates
every weekday from 6:45am to
6:00pm.

2024 Charges

(Costs subject to change by the provider).

Before School Care $35 per day
After School Care $43 per day
Holiday Full Day $103 per day

Find out more by visiting our website.
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Our partnership with parents

Communication

Partnerships

We work in partnership with the
student, teacher and parents — and
are committed to providing proactive
and responsive communication to
parents. We recognise that parents
are the first educators in their

child’s life and continue to support
and provide knowledge for the
development of their future lives.

Daily Updates

Educators in our Early Learning
Centre communicate daily with
parents and carers at the beginning
and end of each day. We encourage
families to speak with us about any
concerns as soon as they arise, and
to keep our educators advised of any
issues that may affect the children

at home.

As students move into primary
school, communication with parents
occurs through the diary system or
by direct emails or phone calls to
ensure that parents and carers are
kept informed as key contributors to
their education.

MyStPauls Portal

Our learning management system,
MyStPauls, provides constant
information, calendar dates and
information for parents to support
their child’s learning experience. It is
useful to regularly check our Junior
School Campus page for valuable
information and access posts about
our classroom programs, exciting
learning activities and photos of our
wonderful students.

Grammarian

Every fortnight we publish an online
school newsletter ‘The Grammarian’
which contains information regarding
upcoming events and opportunities
available to you and your child.

The newsletter is a resource for our
community to celebrate special
events and personalised learning
achievements.

Teacher Contact

All parents are welcome to contact
our teachers and leadership team, we
do however recommend booking an
appointment if you wish to privately
speak to one of our team for a
considerable amount of time.

Family Involvement

Visiting The Classroom
Parents and carers are welcome
to visit the ELC and primary school
throughout the year.

In accordance with our school policy,
parents participating in school
activities must provide the school
with a current Working with Children’s
Check, have completed the school’s
Child Safety Modules and undertaken
a ‘Parent Helper’ briefing.

Going beyond

Child Safety

We are committed to providing

a safe, caring environment for all
learners to feel valued, celebrated
and respected. Our students, staff
and parents work in unison to provide
a learning journey where each child
is always safe and we have well-
embedded structures to ensure this.

Respectful Relationships
We believe everyone in our
community deserves to be
respected, valued and treated
equally. Embedding this culture
within our students, staff and
environment leads to positive
impacts on students’ academic
outcomes, their mental health,
classroom behaviour and
relationships between teachers and
students. We encourage respect and
equality, and work to ensure every
child has the opportunity to achieve
their full potential.

Exceeding Standards

Our Traralgon Early Learning
Centre achieved an overall rating
of Exceeding the National Quality
Standards in 2022, recognising that
we have gone above and beyond
what is expected of our service to
meet the quality standards. This
highlights our consistent high-
quality practice, commitment and
understanding across all seven
Quallity Areas, and has shown our
practices are shaped by meaningful
engagement with our families and
community.

The Exceeding rating demonstrates
our ongoing commitment to children,
families and education, and we are
dedicated to maintaining the highest
quality learning environment.




Kindergarten

Discovering themselves

Co-curricular Options

As ELC students progress into primary
school, students begin to participate
in a variety of co-curricular activities,
clubs and competitions beyond their
classroom curriculum offerings.

All activities and clubs are facilitated
by teachers and respond to the
current interests and passions of
students.

Clubs

. Art Club

+  Breakfast Club

+  Coding Club

«  Cricket Club

+  Dance Club

+  Drawing Club

+  Gardening Club

*+  Homework Club

+ Japanese Calligraphy Club
+ lLegoClub

+  Origami Club

< Quiet Club (Library)
+  Robotics Club

+  Science Club

+  Singing Club

Activities
. Arts Showcase
. Choir

+  Hoop Time Basketball

+  Kanga Cricket

+  Meals On Wheels

«  Musical

. Net Set Go

+  Poets On Parade

*  Relay For Life

+  Responsible Pet Ownership
+  Show Band

«  Show Choir

«  Simultaneous Storytime
+  STEM Wetlands

«  String Orchestra

*  Symphonic Band

+  Wheel Chair Basketball
«  Wildlife Incursion

«  Year 2 Strings

+  Year5Band

Competitions

Students will be invited to compete
in a range of formal competitions
throughout the year:

+  Drama Eisteddfod

+  House Athletics

. House Cross Country
+  House Swimming

+ ICAS English

+  ICAS Mathematics

» ICAS Science

+  ICAS Spelling

+  Latrobe Valley Eisteddfod

+  RoboCup Competition

+  Rotary International Community
*  Youth Award

«  Vicspell

+  Vocal Eisteddfod

Co-curricular options are subject to change, may
be based on student numbers, may be year-level
dependent or may alternate every two years.
Clubs alternate each term. The continuation of
activities is also subject to current restrictions.

Leadership & Service

We take pride in watching our students
become confident, articulate, and
resourceful young leaders capable of
contributing to the wider community.
As they progress through primary
school, we offer a range of leadership,
service and fundraising opportunities.

«  Co-curricular Captains

*  House Captains

. School Captains

. Student Buddies

. Student Leaders

«  Student Representative Council
«  Tour Guides

-10 -



A Specialist Shapshot

Extending Young Minds

Pre-Kinder

Music
Library

Pre-Prep

Physical Education
Christian Studies (Chapel)
Music

Library

Prep to Year 2

Visual Arts

Health and Physical Education
Prep-2 Sport

Christian Studies

Performing Arts (Music and
Drama)

Library

Language (Japanese)

strings (Year 2)

STEM Program (Science,
Technology, Engineering and
Mathematics)

Students also attend Chapel and
assembly sessions each fortnight.

Year 3to Year 6

+  Visual Arts
«  Health and Physical Education

. Sport

. Christian Studies
. Music

« Library

«  Language (Japanese)

«  STEM Program (Science,
Technology, Engineering and
Mathematics)

+  Students also attend Chapel and
assembly sessions each week.

«  Academy of Music (From Year 4)

+  Band Program

. Extension Programs

All students from Prep to Year 6 have
access to iPads or laptops in the
classroom.

To learn more, please contact:
Bonnie Cameron on 5175 0133 or email
enrolments@stpaulsags.vic.edu.au
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