
Now we’re



In February 1982, St Paul’s 
commenced with 19 Year 7 students. 
Next year, in February 2023, we expect 
to begin the year with approximately 
1,700 students from ELC to Year 12. I 
doubt that our School’s Founders in 
those early days would ever have 
imagined that the St Paul’s of 40 
years ago would become what it has 
today. For an independent regional 
school, such growth is astonishing, 
and truly worthy of celebration.

Our school’s 40th Anniversary was 
celebrated this semester with a 
Whole School Service in the Warragul 
Secondary School Gymnasium. There 
were over 1,500 people in attendance, 
including all students from Prep to 
Year 12. All five former Principals of  
St Paul’s were able to be with us on 
the day – Des Parker (1981-1992), 
Richard Prideaux (1993-2006), 
Mark Robertson (2007-2010), Mike 
Clapper (2011-2012) and Lisa Moloney 
(2011-2017) – which added to the 
significance of the occasion and left 

us with a strong appreciation of the 
passage of time at St Paul’s since 
1982.

Another celebration of our 40th 
Anniversary was the ‘Celebration 
of Generations’ Breakfast for 
alumni parents with their children 
that are currently attending St 
Paul’s. The breakfast was held at 
the Warragul Junior School on 10 
November and the highlight was 
the commemorative ‘Generations’ 
photograph being taken. We 
currently have 118 alumni parents at 
St Paul’s and almost over a third of 
these were present at the breakfast. 
The connections between people 
here in our school community that 
have developed over our 40 years of 
existence are truly remarkable and 
are a strong feature of St Paul’s as 
a closely-knit regional independent 
school.

It is often said that ‘time flies’ 
and nobody at St Paul’s would 

agree more with this than our 
Year 12 students. After two years 
of fragmentation and disruption, 
owing to the pandemic, the Class of 
2022 has had a final year of relative 
normality and their appreciation of 
this was obvious in the outstanding 
way they acquitted themselves 
during their final semester. The ‘last 
day’ for Year 12 students this year was 
the most impressive final day for a 
departing cohort that I have ever had 
the pleasure of experiencing.

As the Class of 2022 looks forward to 
their future, so do we as a school, and 
what an exciting future it promises 
to be! Construction of the Futures 
Centre at Traralgon is well underway 
in preparation for our expansion to 
VCE at that campus, and the first 
stages of the building program at our 
new Drouin Campus will commence 
next year. Combined with the 
continued growth and success of our 
Warragul Campus, we have every 
reason to feel proud of our school.

The striking new ‘Futures Centre’ has begun at our Traralgon Secondary School, 
set to provide the final chapter of secondary education for our VCE students 
from 2026. There was much excitement for students and staff when fencing 
was erected around the site and works commenced - we look forward to 
welcoming you into this exciting new learning space soon!



Over 400 educators, allied health 
professionals, families and friends 
were welcomed when the St Paul’s 
Traralgon Campus opened its 
doors for the Sharing Best Practice 
Gippsland conference in June. Head 
of St Paul’s Traralgon Junior School, 
Tracey King, was instrumental in 
facilitating the conference.

Focusing on the Science of Learning 
and High Impact Teaching, keynote 
speakers Professor Emeritus Stephen 
Dinham, Associate Professor Lorraine 

Hammond and Head of Practice 
Lyn Stone from Lifelong Literacy 
inspired and informed delegates 
who travelled from all over Australia. 
Delegates were also provided 
with 25 break-out sessions that 
created opportunities for insightful 
learning, stimulating discussions and 
networking. 

Tracey was delighted with the 
response to the event. “The feedback 
from the conference has been 
overwhelmingly positive and it 

was a wonderful way to kick start 
our holidays,” she said. She also 
commended the leadership of two 
St Paul’s Educators who hosted 
one of the break-out sessions. 
“Congratulations and thanks go to 
Rachael Geerts and Rick Battista who 
represented St Paul’s and delivered 
a workshop on explicit instruction 
which was one of the most popular 
and well-attended sessions of the 
day.” she said.

Sydelle Isaacs is embracing her girl 
power and grasping opportunities to 
learn more in her quest to broaden 
her knowledge in STEM-related fields. 

One of 40 girls who have been 
offered a place in The University of 
Melbourne’s Girl Power in Engineering 
and IT Program, Sydelle has also 
been invited to register for the 
BIOTech Futures Challenge and 
recently attended the Here Comes 
the Future 2022 Youth Summit at 
Federation University.

“The main reason I applied is 
because I love engineering. I love the 
whole aspect of creating different 
things, but I don’t really know what 
options are out there,” she said. 
“Applying for this program was an 
opportunity to try and explore the 
different career paths and options 
available so that I can have a better 
idea of what I want to do when I’m 
older.”

Through the BIOTech Futures 
Challenge, Sydelle is also in the 
early phases of collaborating with a 
Melbourne University PhD student to 
develop and design the fabrication 
of tissue-engineered blood vessels. 

The BIOTech Futures Challenge is a 
mentorship and innovation initiative 
aimed at empowering Australia’s 
brightest young scientific minds. 
It unites high school students with 
world-class academics to creatively 
think about biologically-inspired 
solutions to problems in the realms 
of health, medicine, energy and the 
environment.

Throughout her personal learning 
journey, Sydelle commented that 
her teachers at St Paul’s have 
been there to provide her with 
encouragement and support. “All 
my teachers have been absolutely 
incredible, especially my mentor, 
Mr Coulthard. He gave me a pep 
talk before my interview, and then 
as soon as I told Mrs Schreyer and 
Ms Pearson about it, they helped 
me in every way,” she says. “They 
told me all the things I could do and 
all the clubs I can join. Ms Pearson 
helped me with ‘Here Comes The 
Future’ which was another thing 
that definitely got me up there in 
the program.” 

“Ms Bailey helped me through the 
whole application process and sat 

next to me during my interview, which 
was probably the most helpful thing 
in the entire world,” she continued. 
“They all helped me so much, I could 
not have done it without them.”

Although not quite sure which 
direction she will take when she 
finishes secondary school, Sydelle 
added, “I still want to explore more 
and see what other options are out 
there.”



Character development is a hot topic 
of learning for our students, who 
discovered new thought processes 
to apply in their writing after meeting 
with Young Adult author, Nova 
Weetman 1. Nova has authored 
several books and is a prolific 
author of coming-of-age books for 
adolescents.

Students from Years 5 to 7 from 
both the Traralgon and Warragul 
Campuses engaged with Nova 
as she captivated them with her 
own personal story, which ranged 
from her early career in television 
through to her creative techniques 
today. They put Nova’s character 
development process into action as 
she guided them through a team 

brainstorming session to bring a new, 
intriguing and complex character to 
life. As the students found inspiration 
and fresh ideas for their own writing, 
they were also eager to learn more 
about Nova, asking a series of 
questions that revealed where she 
finds her motivation to write stories 
and how to deal with publishers.

With eyes wide open, students 
ventured into the realm of literacy 
dreamland during this year’s Book 
Week, bringing their favourite 
characters to life.

The Children’s Book Council of 
Australia (CBCA) theme for this year’s 
Book Week was “Dreaming with 

eyes open,” and St Paul’s educators 
encouraged students to extend their 
literacy skills, express their creativity 
and broaden their dreams.

Engaged throughout the week in 
enjoyable literacy-related activities, 
the major highlight for both students 
and educators was Book Week 

Character Day, when students 
dressed up as their favourite 
characters and emulated them 
for the school community during a 
special Character Parade.

1



Prep students arrived at school incognito one fine morning, disguised 
as people considerably older than themselves. It was all part of the 
Preps’ celebration of their 100th day of school, where the whole day 
was centred around inquiries and investigations around the number 
100.

Preps dressed as if they were 100 years old and wholeheartedly 
threw themselves into acting the part, hunching over and groaning 
about their aches and pains. As they celebrated 100 days of school 
learning, there was a great deal of excitement and energy in the Prep 
classrooms and the Prep students undoubtedly realised that 100 is a 
terrific number to be! 



Forty years ago, local families 
founded St Paul’s and, in the decades 
since, the school has amassed 
a rich history and a collection of 
remarkable stories. To celebrate this 
historic milestone, the six Principals 
of St Paul’s1, past and present, united 
during a special whole school 40th 
Anniversary Service. To welcome 
their return, Prep students joined 
the Principals in a candle lighting 
ceremony, with the passing of 
the flame symbolising passing on 
responsibility to the next.

Class of 1987 alumnus, Mr Malcom 
Watts2, now the National Director 
(CEO) of SIM Australia, delivered 
the keynote address, encouraging 
current students to “Explore the 
possibilities. The possibilities of life 
motivate us and the experiences they 
bring define us.”

To further commemorate the historic 
occasion, members of the Board, 
Life Governors, previous students3, 
current students and staff from 
both the Warragul and Traralgon 

Campuses gathered together at 
the conclusion for a special drone 
photograph.
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St Paul’s 40th anniversary festivities continued in November with a special Celebration of Generations Breakfast that 
united former students that are current St Paul’s parents and their children that currently attend the school.

There was a sense of nostalgia and connection as families shared stories from the past and present while enjoying a 
delicious breakfast.

A collective photograph captured the day, commemorating generations of local families who have contributed so much 
to the school’s development and remain part of the school community today.

3



Pursuing our students’ sporting 
potential, while retaining a tandem 
focus on their secondary schooling, 
requires exceptional staff. At St Paul’s, 
Scott Armour, Head of ESP and ADP, 
is a key driver in offering students 
support and flexibility to achieve their 
full potential.

As part of our Elite Sports Performers 
Program, Scott recently hosted a 
‘Student-Athlete Seminar Day’, 
inviting a range of guest speakers 

and industry professionals to 
motivate and inspire our student- 
athletes. From an Olympian to a 
Vixen’s Netballer, and from a World 
Car Rally Champion to a Sports 
Coach and the Melbourne United 
Head Coach1 - there was something 
to inspire every student.

Scott also welcomed industry and 
sports professionals to celebrate 
both the recent Commonwealth 
Games and their incredible stories 

at a Q&A Zoom Seminar. Joined 
by Mariafe Artacho del Solar2, 
Rosie Malone3 and Jess Rothwell4, 
students learnt how to fuel their 
bodies appropriately and pursue 
their sporting potential. Together, 
the Sports Dietician, Olympic and 
Commonwealth Games Medallists 
reminded our student-athletes to 
“enjoy every moment of the journey” 
and “to never define themselves by 
winning and losing”.

1
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Year 9 students from the St Paul’s Warragul Campus warmly welcomed 
several generations into their classrooms as part of their Celebrating 
Families Day.

To develop stronger generational ties to their heritage, the students 
researched their own family history. They also invited their families 
to an exhibition that displayed priceless family relics, and included 
citizenship certificates, flags, World War mementos and a variety of 
baby and wedding photos. Families enjoyed the museum-like displays 
that presented interesting and varied stories of the past.

As part of the Year 9 Thinking and Learning Program that is delivered by  
St Paul’s educators, students become prepared for their senior school 
years by taking a multidisciplinary approach and reflecting on their 
own learning.



We love sharing alumni stories which provide inspiration to current students – 
and teachers always love to hear what former students are up to now!   
If you would like to share your story with the St Paul’s community, or would like to 
mentor or speak with our current students, please reach out by emailing  
alumni@stpaulsags.vic.edu.au or connecting with us on our St Paul’s Alumni 
Association Facebook page and our St Paul’s Anglican Grammar School official 
LinkedIn page. 

Saturday 18 November 
2023

Save the 
date!

10, 20 and 30 Year Alumni Reunions  
for the Classes of 2013, 2003 & 1993

Alisha Redmond, Class of 2008
St Paul’s celebrates and encourages staff to pursue their potential 
in accordance with their passions and personality. Alisha Redmond, 
St Paul’s alumna and Music and Drama Specialist Tutor, invited us to 
attend her recital ‘Regermination: Songs of Solace and Renewal in the 
Australian Landscape’ - a collection of art songs composed for piano 
and soprano voice. Much of this music was inspired by the landscape 
and birdlife surrounding Alisha’s family home in Seaview, Gippsland, 
including a tender ode to the winding Grand Ridge Road (with which 
some of you may be familiar!).

Alisha is an exceptional role model for our students at St Paul’s, 
encouraging each child to discover their passion and pursue their 
potential. 

Cassie Armour, Class of 2014
Cassie Armour, Class of 2014, shared her life beyond St Paul’s with 
our Year 10 students as they enter their final years of secondary 
schooling. Students learnt about her journey and how St Paul’s 
supported her to fulfil her dream of becoming a primary school 
teacher. Cassie emphasised the importance of goal setting and 
knowing that anything is possible with a St Paul’s network of 
supporters. 

Commencing in 2025, our new Drouin Campus will offer 
Early Learning through to Year 2, growing annually to reach 
Year 6. We will create a place to encourage meaningful 
connections, with a focus on celebrating each child’s 
development within our outstanding learning environment.

Enrol now for 2025 and beyond
Contact our Enrolments Office on 5623 5833  
or email stpauls@stpaulsags.vic.edu.au

stpaulsags.vic.edu.au

St Paul’s is coming 
to Drouin!



Blue Brigade
Several shades of blue were visible 
around the St Paul’s Warragul Junior 
School during “Wear Something 
Blue – Huntington’s Awareness 
Day.” Led by the Warragul Junior 
School’s Student Representative 
Council (SRC), the day aimed to 
raise awareness and funds for 
Huntington’s Disease (HD) and was 
also in recognition of a St Paul’s 
family that is living with the impacts 
of HD.

A progressive, genetic neurological 
condition, is relatively unknown 
but not rare and teachers have 
been educating students about 
HD throughout the year about 
its devastating impact which is 
commonly misunderstood. 

In pursuit of wellbeing, students and 
teachers donned their favourite blue 
outfits whilst the SRC hosted various 
activities and sold merchandise from 
Huntington’s Victoria. Representatives 
from Huntington’s Victoria also joined 
students for the afternoon to explain 
more about HD. 

Fundraising and donations raised 
over $8,000 for the cause as part of a 
larger community effort.

Giving back
From Movie Nights to Boho Friday 
to High Teas, Team Timor students 
truly understand the value of 
being kind and giving back to the 
community. After two quiet years 
due to pandemic restrictions, the 
fundraising efforts of the students 
have been truly remarkable!

The focus this year has been on 
raising funds for the construction, 
furnishing and operation of the 
English Language Study Centre in 
Malimea Village, Timor-Leste. This 
year’s fundraisers at the school have 
included the following:  

• Valentine’s Day Flower Stalls
• Jindivick Market Stall
• Mother’s Day and Father’s Day Stalls 
• Boho Friday 
• Social Evening/Movie Night
• Icy Pole Sales at the House Athletics  
  Carnival Day
• High Tea for Timor and Fun Run for  
  Timor-Leste (Traralgon)

Team Timor students have 
wholeheartedly embraced the 
challenge to fundraise and promote 
Timor-Leste while learning about 
this beautiful country with its 
tumultuous history. Students have 
enjoyed setting challenges to meet 
fundraising targets while embracing 
the creativity of creating new events, 

in addition to forging friendships 
with other like-minded students. 

R U OK Day
Connecting with those 
around us on R U Okay 
Day, our students 
led the way, making 
chocolate deliveries, 
receiving words of 
encouragement 
from staff and 
participating in an 

#RUOK interactive 
installation (and that’s 

just our Traralgon 
Secondary School). We 

encouraged everyone to 
learn how to start a meaningful 

conversation that could 
ultimately save a life.

Playing it cool
Even with winter in the air, the 
Prefects showed no mercy as they 
enlisted teachers to brave the bitter 
cold to raise awareness and funds 
for a worthy cause. They organised 
an Ice Bucket Challenge for Fight 
MND (Motor Neurone Disease) and 
led students in the charge to bring a 
gold coin donation to ‘vote’ for their 
favourite teacher to face the chilling 
challenge. 

Seven staff members leading by 
example, braved the icy conditions, 
striving to play it ‘cool’. However, their 
reactions as they endured the big 
freeze proved to be highly humorous, 
much to the delight of the student 
body. 

Just over $590 was raised and the 
Prefects are glad that they have 
been able to lead other students 
to contribute in a small way to 
those who need assistance in our 
community.
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